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INVENTORY OF OTC FILMS/VIDEOS 


"american Abstraction: 1930-1945 The Artists Speak" 
Produced 1989, Lee Cioffi 

Interactive Videodisc, Linear Version 

1" Master at Roland House 

Studio - 3/4", 30 min 

Produced to accompany the NMAA exhibition of abstract art from the Patricia 
and Philip Frost Collection. 


"As They Really Are" 

Produced 1991, Jacqueline Gales Webb 

Studio - Beta, 5 min 

Produced from footage purchased from National Geographic, it is part of the 
NZP's "Attitudes toward Animals" exhibition. Throughout the exhibit, viewers 
explore their feelings about animals. The goal is to show that animals are 
fascinating "as they really are." 


“Blue Planet" 

Produced 1985, Karen Loveland 

Hall 2nd Closet, 16mm, length?, Narrated by James Whitmore 

This Natural History film profiles a Smithsonian scientific research project 
on coastal ecosystems in the Caribbean Sea and in the North Atlantic near 
Maine, It compares a tropical coral reef and lagoon with a subarctic rocky 
shore and mud flat, and shows how scientists learn ways to manage the aquatic 
resources of the earth. 


"There's No Business Like Show Business: Irving Berlin's Centennial" 
Produced by Carolyn Hopewell 

Studio - 3/4" (year?), length? 

As part of the Nation of Nations exhibition, Irving Berlin's 100th birthday 
was celebrated at the MAH. 


“Our Biosphere: The Earth in Our Hands" 
Produced 1991, K. Loveland, Premiered on Discovery, April 1, 1991 
Studio-Betacam, 16mm, 57 minutes, Narrated by Robert Redford 

This film is a tribute to one of the most ambitious scientific experiments of 
the century, building living models of Earth's delicate and diverse 
ecosystems. | Through the pioneering efforts of scientists from the 
Smithsonian's Marine Systems Laboratory, (MNH) viewers visit ecological 
models of a Caribbean coral reef, the Chesapeake Bay, and the Florida 
Everglades. 


"Building a Biosphere" 

Produced 1987, K. Loveland, film or video?, length? 

A revolutionary project shows the construction of Biosphere II which 
recreates Living environments that will support human life. (MNH) 


“Celebrating a Century: The 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition" 
Produced 1976, K. Loveland, 16mm, 28 minutes 

Studio - 3/4" 

On America's 100th birthday, Americans treated themselves to a flashy display 
of their accomplishments for all the world to see. The trials, tribulations, 
and excitement of mounting such an exhibition are captured in a re-creation 
for the nation's bicentennial celebration. Shot at the 1876 exhibition (MAH) 
in the Arts and Industries Building with SI personnel and professional actors 
in period dress. 


"Coral Reefs: New Discoveries, New Resources" 

Produced 1985, K. Loveland, 16mm, 28 minutes 

Hall 2nd Closet 

This MNH film follows scientists on a unique Smithsonian research project to 
explore the little-known world of Caribbean coral reefs and examines their 
potential effect on the world's food resources. Through spectacular 
underwater photography, the film reveals important discoveries which lead to 
new methods of sea farming--methods which could provide more food for the 
world. 


"Covering The Environment: Front Page or Yesterday's News?" 
Produced 1990, Loveland/Carrolt 

Studio - 3/4", length? 

Based on a conference, "The Global Environment: Art We Overreacting?," 
this video, produced with the Smithsonian's International Center, was 
narrated by John Chancellor of NBC News and distributed to newspaper editors 
and television news directors around the country to reinforce the need to 
focus attention on crucial environmental issues. 


"Crow Fair 

Produced 1991, Lee Cioffi 

1" master at Capital Video 

Studio - 3/4", 6:55 

This video shows the importance of the horse in Indian culture. It was 
produced by accompany the MNH quincentenary exhibition, "Seeds of Change." 


“Disabled Museum Visitors: Part of Your General Public” 

Produced by Paul Johnson/Lee Cioffi 

1" master at Roland House 

Studio - 3/4" 28 min 

This videotape trains docents. It accompanies a manual developed by the 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education to help docents make museums 
accessible to visitors with disabilities. 


"Diversity Endangered" 

Produced 1986, Paul Johnson & Lee Cioffi 

Length: 9:30, 1" master at Capitol Video, 1" Dub Master at SITES, 

Studio - 3/4" 

This video complements a poster-panel exhibition produced by SITES that 
examines how human activities are jeopardizing biological diversity in 
tropical forests. 


“Smithsonian Salutes Disney Music" 
Studio - 3/4", Length? 
Description? 


"Dragon of the Trees: The Green Iguana" 
Produced 1980, Larry Kline 

Studio - 3/4', Length? 

This animal behavior film was compiled from film shot at STRI by researcher 
scientists over a ten-year period. 


“Duke Ellington, American Musi 
Produced 1990, John Meehan 
Studio - 3/4", Length? 
Description? 


“Engines of Change" 

Produced 1989, Karen Loveland 
Studio - 3/4", Length? 
Description? 


"Preserving an Architectural Heritage: The Decorative Designs of Frank Lloyd 
Wright" 

Produced 1989, John Meehan 

Studio - 3/4", 12 minutes 

Produced to accompany the SITES show as it traveled to major American cities, 
this film is a compilation of previous Wright films plus new footage of the 
Domino's Pizza Collection in Ann Arbor and some of Wright's Michigan houses. 


"Field to Factory: The Urban North 1915-1940" 

Produced 1989, Carolyn Hopewell 

Studio - 3/4", 8 minutes plus 2 2-minute loops (B/W) 

These films document Black life in the south, and then life in the northern 
cities and factories. They are compiled from a mix of stills and footage 
from the Harmon Collection, the "Idlewild footage" from Professor Wilson in 
Michigan, the Library of Congress, the Van Der Zee photo archive and others. 
It was produced to accompany the "Field to Factory" exhibition at MAH. 


“From Reliable Sources: The Archives of American Art" 
Produced 1986, Paul Johnson 
Studio - 3/4", 25 minutes 
The AAA is our nation's major center for original documents and materials 
relating to the history of American art. This video tells the story of the 
galleries, collectors, dealers and artists who have donated their letters, 
memorabilia, and sketchbooks to create the impressive collection. It's an 
introduction for newcomers and experienced researchers alike. 


"Guide to the Smithsonian" 

Produced 1990, Lee Cioffi, 20 min 

same as VIARC Theatre w/out Sec. Adams Intro. 

D-2 at Henninger 

General overview of the Smithsonian mall museums and the Zoo to acquaint 
visitors with the many exhibitions they can visit in Washington. 


“Here at the Smithsonian..." (HATS) series volumes 1-8 

Produced 1982-89, J. Meehan/L. Cioffi/C. Hopewell/A. Carroll 

Vols. 5-8 in Studio - Betacam 

This series ran for 8 years. It began as 2-minute features; later expanded 
to approximately 3-minute features. Covered the variety of the Smithsonian, 
its exhibitions, collections, performances, events. Many evergreen pieces; 
some timely material tied to specific events. 


“Information Age: Videowall" 

Produced 1990, Karen Loveland, Length? 
Studio - 3/4" 

Description? 


“In Open Air: A Portriat of the American Impressionists" 

Produced 1982, Paul Johnson 

Studio - 3/4", 16mm, 28 minutes, French version? 

Produced to accompany the international tour of American Impressionist art to 
eastern European cities, this film features 19th century American artists 
including Theodore Robinson, William Merritt Chase, and Childe Hassam. It 
traces their discovery in Europe of the techniques of the French 
impressionists and how they applied them to American subjects. 


“Magnificent Voyagers: The United States Exploring Expedition, 1838-1842 
Produced 1987, Paul Johnson/Karen Loveland 

Studio - 3/4", 28 minutes, Narrated by James Whitmore 

Produced to accompany the MNH/SITES exhibition, this film re-creates the 
story of the first U.S.-sponsored scientific expedition to circumavigate the 
globe. Led by Lt. Charles Wilkes, the expedition was filled with adventure, 
tragedy, and accomplishment as the voyagers amassed collections in the 
natural sciences, charted unknown areas of the South Pacific and our Pacific 
Northwest Coast, and proved the existence of Antarctica as a continent. 


Material World - 1. Dragster 
2. Baseball 
3. Testing & Knowing Materials 
Produced 1989, Karen Loveland 
Studio - 3/4", length? 
Descriptions? 


“Mirrors on the Universe: The MMT Story" 

Produced 1979, W. Grayson 

Studio - 3/4", 16mm, 28 minutes 

Jointly produced with the University of Arizona, this film documents the 
construction of the then largest telescope, the Multiple Mirror Telescope, on 
Mt. Hopkins in Arizona. Discusses goals and potentials. 


"Montserrat™ 

Produced 1991, Lee Cioffi 

D-2 at Interface 

Studio - 3/4", 8:15 

This video, produced for the MNH "Seeds of Change" exhibition, shows the mix 
of cultures on a tiny Caribbean island that once depended on sugar 
production. Shot on location during the 1990 Christmas carnival 
celebrations, it features the people, the landscape, and the music and 
dancing of the holiday festival. 


"Moving America's Mail" 
Produced 1991, John Meehan 

Studio - 3/4", Length? 

Produced for the Postal History Division of MAH, this compilation film will 
be installed in the new museum that will open in 1993. 


“The Movie Palaces" 

Produced 1986, Karen Loveland 
Studio - 3/4", 16mm, Length? 
Description? 


"american Picture Palaces" 
Produced 1985, Karen Loveland 

Hall 2nd Closet - 16mm, video? length? 
Description? 


“Museum and Community" 

Produced by Laura Schnieder year? Kellogg Foundation funding OMP 
Studio - 3/4", Length? 

Description? Distributed by American Association of Museums. 


"A Place of Dreams" 

Produced 1978, P. Vogt 

Hall 2nd Closet - 16mm, 59 minutes 

Filmed at the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum, this production 
celebrates the accomplishments of America's air and space pioneers from the 
Wright Brothers to John Glenn. The film provides a good introduction to the 
collections on view through the museum's first decade or so. 


"The Reel Jungle" 

Produced 1988, Lee Cioffi 

Studio - 3/4" 

A humorous look at how the rainforest has been portrayed in Hollywood movies 
through the years. Accompanied SITES exhibition "Tropical Rainforests: A 
Disappearing Treasure" 


“Reunions: Memories of an American Experience" 

Produced 1978, Karen Loveland 

Studio - 3/4", 28 minutes 

Focusing on people who have intimate knowledge of objects on display in 
Smithsonian museums, this film features General Jimmy Doolittle recalling his 
early days as a racing pilot, and Gustav Tafel describing his firm's display 


“The Sea: A Quest for Our Future" 

Produced 1985, Karen Loveland 

Studio - 3/4", 59 minutes 

Following scientists on a unique Smithsonian research project, this film 
explores the Caribbean coral reefs and examines their potential effect on the 
world's food resources. It reveals important discoveries which lead to new 
methods of sea farming which could provide more food for the world. 


"A Sense of Discovery: The National Museum of American Art” 

Produced 1980, Paul Johnson 

Studio - 3/4", 16mm, 28 minutes 

A portrait of the NMAA under Dr. Joshua Taylor, this film explores 
innovative programs and exhibitions that encourage visitors to experience art 
in new ways. (Due to Dr. Taylor's death shortly after film's completion, the 
museum underwent major changes so this film was quickly outdated as portrait 
of NMAA.) 


"The Smithsonian Institution with S. Dillon Ripley, Secretary" 

Produced 1977, N. Cherkezian 

Studio - 3/4", 16mm, 24 minutes 

Foreign language versions in Japanese, Spanish 

Mr. Ripley leads a tour of the Smithsonian's museums of the 70s that provides 
a broad overview of the Institution, its collections, research, and exhibits. 
Used by Personnel for new employee orientation from about 1977 to 1987. 


“The Smithsonian Institution" 

Produced 1989, Lee Cioffi 

Touch Screen Interactive Videodisc 

D2 Master at Henningers 30 min. 

Studio - 3/4" 

Designed for the kiosks in the Castle Great Hall Visitor Center to allow 
visitors to locate the exhibits, collections, events, and services they are 
most interested in at the Mall museums. 


"The Smithsonian Institution" VIARC Theatre 

Produced 1989, L. Cioffi 

Studio - 3/4" 22 min 

Secretary Adams welcomes visitors to the Mall museums, and the film gives an 
overview of all the museums and their exhibitions and collections. 


“Supertour" 

Produced 1991, A. Ferguson 

Studio - 3/4" 

Description? length? part of SVC 


SVC - The Smithsonian Video Collection 
Produced 1990, Paul Johnson, SVC teams 
Studio - 3/4", various Lengths 

“Creatures Great and Small," 63:00, Discover the world of 
dinosaurs and insects. 

“First Ladies," 59:00, Glimpse the world of the First Lady 
with fascinating stories of life behind the Oval Office. 

“Flying Machines," 61:00, Watch as Smithsonian craftsmen 
restore historic aircraft and relive the early days of 
flying. 

"Gems," 45:00, Marvel at the glittering gems and exotic 
minerals of the Smithsonian's vast collections. 

“The National Zoo," 59:00, Visit behind the scenes at our 
nation's zoo and learn what is being done to save 
endangered species. 

Note: Dinosaurs and Insects were originally produced as separate programs 
but before release were edited into one show. 


“Thomas A. Edison and His Amazing Invention Factories" 

Produced 1980, John Hiller 

Studio - 3/4", 28 minutes 

16mm print, 3rd hall closet 

This portrayal of Edison reveals some of the contrasts between Edison the 
pioneering homespun inventor and Edison the industrial entrepreneur who set 
the pace of technological progress in America. 


— Dio Sarg 
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"Telling Lives: That Damn Cowboy" 

biography pilot, 1982 

Studio - 3/4", 28 minutes 

NPG historian Mare Pachter interviews Theodore Roosevelt's biographer, South 
African-turned-American Edmund Morris and his wife Sylvia Morris, biographer 
of TR's wife Edith, at Sagamore Hill and in their Central Park apartment. 
Explores the art of writing biography. Accompanied proposal submitted to CPB 
Annenberg Project for college level telecourse. 


"To Achieve These Rights" 
Produced 1992, Jacqueline Gales Webb 

Studio Beta, 4:05 min 

Produced from footage donated by W*USA-TV, Washington, DC, this epilogue for 
the Anacostia Museum's exhibition of "To Achieve These Rights: The Struggle 
for Equality and Self-Determination in the District of Columbia.” 


"Tow Boats" 

Produced 1990, John Hiller 

1" composite at Roland House 

Studio-Betacam 

Description? length? Produced for Maritime Hall, MAH. 


"The Work of Peace" 

Produced 1983, Paul Johnson 

Studio - 3/4", 28 minutes 

This film commemorates the Treaty of Paris of 1783--a treaty which ended the 
Revolutionary War and truly established American independence. Filmed 
largely in England and France, it shows how American diplomats Benjamin 
Franklin, John Jay, and John Adams won a remarkable victory in their peace 
negotiations with the polished statesmen of Europe. 


"Yesterday's Tomorrows" 
Produced by Karen Loveland 
Bile - 3/4", Length? 
‘compiled from’a number of Hollywood films with their visions of the future, 
the film accompanied the MAH exhibition titled, 


"The Battle of Yorktown" 

Produced 1983, Guggenheim Productions 

Studio - 3/4", 28 minutes 

This film re-creates the historic battle that the French helped America to 
win, thereby winning the Revolutionary War. Shot on location at Yorktown 
with volunteers and actors in period dress. 


"National Zoo Park Police: First Century" 


Studio - 3/4" 
"200 - FONZ" 
Studio - 3/4" 


"The Big Cats and How They Came to Be" 
Hall 2nd Closet - 16mm 


"Festival of American Folklife" 
Produced 1975, John Hiller, cameraman; David Vasser, director 
Hall 3rd Closet, 16mm 

A look at that year's festival. 


"On The Side of Life" 
Hall Sth closet - 16mm 


"A Life of Its Own" (HMSG) 

Produced 1974, John O'Toole, Eli Productions, for the SI 

Hall 5th closet - 16mm, 28 minutes 

This film documents the creation of the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
Garden, tracing it from being a private collection at the Hirshhorn's 
Connecticut home to becoming a national museum of modern art in Washington, 
DC. Shots of sculptures being removed from estate and positioned at museum 
via helicopter as well as shots of art works in both Locations. 


“Around the Clock at the Smithsonian" 

Produced 1960s, Eli Productions? 

Hall 5th closet, 16mm, Length? 

Overview of SI using theme of time and what happens at different times of day 
and night at the Smithsonian. 


"Search for the Tunguska Meteorite", 

Russian , archive footage 

Hall 2nd Closet - 16mm 

This film was given to the Smithsonian by the government of the USSR prior to 
1974. We do not own the copyright, but many science producers have used 
footage from this film in their productions. It contains scenes of the 
devastation caused by this meteorite when it fell to earth in Russia in the 
1920s. Roy S. Clarke, Jr., curator of Mineral Sciences at MNH, is 
knowledgeable about this footage and many of the requests to use the film 
have come through his office. 


"ascent of Man" series 
Hall 5th closet, 16mm 

The SI owns a set of prints of this BBC series. We do not oun any rights. 
The series was loaned to Univ. of Maryland several times for course use, but 
no requests have been received now for a number of years. (January 1992) 


“The Smithsonian Institution" 

Produced 1965, Charles Eames for SI 

Hall closet, 16mm, b/w, 22 minutes 

This documentary was commissioned by SI and for many years was used by 
Personnel for orientation of new employees. 


The Leaf Thieves 

Produced 1960s, contractor Sophie Burnham for SI 

Hall 5th closet-16mm 

This film was made for MNH when Hall 10's tropical rainforest exhibition was 
in preparation, Shows how the artificial leaves were made from molds of real 
leaves in jungles of South or Central America. 


Himba Wedding 

anthropology, 1960's, 

Hall 6th closet-16mm 

Dr. Gordon Gibson, curator, anthropology, MNH, was involved in making of this 
film. 

"Changes: The Story of Evolution and Speciation” 

"Screening The Future" 

“Coral Reef Communities" 

“The Hearing Impaired: A Guide for Smithsonian Personnel” 

"Martin Williams' Blues Workshop" 


"The Museum: A Modern Urban Dilemma" 
-old, 1960's 


"Urban Open Spaces" 
possibly from HATS? 


"A Short Bus Ride” 
1960s 


Quest - children's pilot 
Produced 1987, Carolyn Hopewell 
length? 

description? 


3 Wolper specials for CBS 

1974-1975, N. Cherkezian 

These programs were produced under a contract negotiated prior to 

Cherkezian's coming to SI. Cherkezian supervised what was already underway. 
"The Legendary Curse of the Hope Diamond" - docu-drama introduced by 

Rod Serling with Hollywood cast. 

the Limit - whimsical look at aviation 

Mysteries or Myths?" - the Yeti, the Lochness Monster, 

and Bigfoot of the Pacific Northwest are featured 


The Enormous Egg - NBC special 

Produced 1967, 59 minutes 

Children's program based on the dinosaur sculpture on the Mall, Uncle 
Beasley. (Karen, is that right?) 


